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DEVSIRME KAVRAMINI YENIDEN DUSUNMEK: OREN'DE
(ADRAMYTTEION) MODERN MALZEMENIN IKINCi KULLANIMI

Dr. Hasan Sercan SAGLAM'
'Kog Universitesi, Anadolu Medeniyetleri Arastirma Merkezi (ANAMED),
saglam.h.sercan@gmail.com

Genisletilmis Ozet

Calismanin Amaci

Balikesir'in Burhaniye ilgesine bagli Oren Mahallesi, smirlar1 igerisinde kalan Adramytteion antik
kentiyle ¢akigan modern bir kiy1 yerlesimidir. Tarih 6ncesi ¢aglardan Geg¢ Bizans donemine kadar
kesintisiz iskan gérmiis Onemli bir merkez olan Adramytteion, bolgenin Tiirk hakimiyetine
gecmesiyle birlikte tamamen terk edilmistir. Bu siirecte Tiirkler tarafindan daha igteki ovalik
kesimde Kemer-i Edremit (kisaca Kemer, sonradan Burhaniye) kenti kurulmustur. Oren Mahallesi,
sahil tarafindaki antik kent alaninin iizerinde 1958'de kurulmus ve 1960'lar boyunca kayda deger
gelisme gdstermistir.

Mahallenin bulundugu Oren Tepe ile hemen oniindeki genis plaj arasinda uzanan dik yamaci,
kuzey-giiney dogrultulu yaklasik 250 metrelik bir gilizergdh boyunca uzanan ardisik ii¢c hat ile
teraslayan modern duvarlarda Adramytteion arkeolojik kazi calismalari kapsaminda yapilan
incelemeler esnasinda, ¢ok sayida nitelikli mimari parca tespit edilmistir. Bunlar sarims1 renkteki
yerel kumtasindan oldukea diizgilin islenmis dikdortgenler prizmasi bi¢imli bloklar olup 6nemli bir
boliimil bosajlidir ve dis yiizeyleri de taraklanmistir. Teraslarda gelisigiizel nizamda kullanilmis bu
parcalarin bazilarinda, klasik mimaride karsilasilan dendane (dentil) siralar1 o6zellikle dikkat
cekicidir. Bu ayirt edici siislemeye sahip malzemelerden farkli teras hatlar1 {izerinde toplam yedi
adet belgelenmistir. Bu arastirma kapsaminda, bahis konusu devsirme malzemelerin izi siliriilmeye
calisilmustir.

Sorun

[k izlenim itibariyle, antik kent alani iizerinde yapilan modern imar c¢alismalarinda ortaya ¢ikan
klasik donem mimari malzemelerin ¢ok basit bir sekilde ayni1 mahaldeki yeni teras duvarlarinda
ikinci kez degerlendirildigi ihtimali akla gelmektedir. Buna karsin kazi ¢calismalarinda benzer tiirde
baska higbir pargaya rastlanilmadigi gibi malzeme tipi, is¢ilik ve stilistik detaylar gibi ayirt edici
Ozellikler bunlarin antik malzeme olmayip neoklasik tslupta ve Ge¢ Osmanli donemine ait
devsirme mimari parcalar oldugu ihtimalini giliglendirmistir, ki 20. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda
kurulmus mahalle i¢in dikkat c¢ekici bir durumdur. Bu yiizden de ilgili malzemelere yonelik daha
spesifik bir aragtirma ve tanimlanma ihtiyacit dogmustur.

Metot
Edremit Korfezi genelindeki Ge¢ Osmanli donemi sivil mimarlik drneklerinde, yerel kumtasi
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malzeme olduk¢a yaygin kullanima sahiptir. Neoklasik iisluba ise 6zellikle de anit degeri tasiyan
yapilarda rastlanmaktadir. Nicelik ve nitelik bakimindan bahis konusu devsirme malzemelerin
kaynaginin, Oren'e en yakin yerlesim merkezi durumundaki Burhaniye olmasi ¢ok kuvvetli bir
olasiliktir. Burada donem yapilarina yonelik analojik arastirmalar yiiriitiilmiis ve oOzellikle de
devsirme dendane siralarina yonelik kiyaslamalar yapilmistir. Bir grup anit eserde ve sivil mimarlik
orneginde, s6z konusu devsirme malzemelerin bire bir aynilar1 ve bazi noktalarda farkliliklar
gbsteren benzerleri tespit edilmistir. Ornegin Hact Ahmet Camii'nin 1910 tarihli binasi ile Sar
Caddesi'ndeki yine aym dénemlerden tescilli konutta bulunan dendaneler, Oren'deki pargalar ile
bire bir eslesmektedir. Glinlimiizde miize olarak kullanilan eski askeri gazino ve Sakarya
Caddesi'ndeki tescilli konutta bulunan dendaneler ise ayn1 bigime sahip olmalarina karsin Oren'deki
orneklerden yar1 yartya daha kiigiiktiir. Ayrica Degirmen Sokak'taki 1918-1919 tarihli sabunhanede
ve zeytinyagl fabrikasinda yine benzer dendaneler bulunmakta olup tugladan yapildigi icin
Oren'dekilerden bicimsel farkliliklar gdstermektedir ve iigte bir oraninda daha biiyiiktiir. Buradan
hareketle tarihi kaynaklarda Burhaniye'de 1960 dolaylarinda yikilmig olan kagir anit eserlerin izi
stiriilmiis ve eski fotograflar yoluyla da stilistik agidan belirleyici olan dendaneler tespit edilmeye
caligtlmustir.

Bulgular

Oren'deki yogun devsirme malzemeli teras duvarlarimin, bu mahallenin kurulus donemlerinde
Burhaniye'de yikilan bir Ge¢ Osmanli anit eserine ait nitelikli mimari pargalarin yeniden
degerlendirilmesi sonucu meydana getirilmis olmasi muhtemeldir. Burhaniye'de 1960'larin
baslarinda ozellikle de iki yapinin yikimi dikkat c¢ekici olup her ikisi de agirlikli olarak yerel
kumtasindan insa edilmisti. 1898-1899 tarihli Oksiiz Osman Ilkokulu, Hiirriyet Meydani'nin
olusturulmas1 maksadiyla ortadan kaldirilmisti. Yine ayni donemlerde 1867 tarihli ilk belediye
binasinin revakli 6n cephesi de, mahre¢ aldigi Atatiirk Caddesi'nin genisletilmesi esnasinda
yikilmisti. Bu binanin arka boliimii halen mevcuttur. Eski fotograflar yoluyla malzeme benzerligi ve
dendane siralar1 da teyit edilmistir. Bu durumda, so6zii edilen yapilarin yikilmasiyla agiga g¢ikan
mimari pargalarin ortadan kaldirilmak yerine nitelikleri nedeniyle, yine ayn1 zamanlarda gelismekte
olan Oren Mahallesi'nin sahil tarafindaki teras duvarlarinda tekrardan kullamldig1 6ne siiriilebilir.
Boylelikle kamuya ait bir yap1 yikimi sonrasinda bile, belki de basit pragmatik gerekgeler sonucu
bir diger kamu isinde yeniden degerlendirilmistir.

Sonug¢

Burhaniye genelinde ve civar koylerde, Adramytteion'dan temin edilmis ¢okca antik malzeme
mevcut olup ¢esitli amagclarla ikincil kullanim gérmiistiir. Tim bu Ornekler, devsirme malzeme
kavrami ve isleyisi ¢ergevesinde oldukca yaygin ve de beklenen bir durum ortaya koymaktadir.
Modern ilge merkezindeki baz1 Geg Osmanli anitlarinin yikilmasiyla elde edilen neoklasik iisluptaki
nitelikli mimari parcalar ise taginarak, yiizyillar boyunca klasik mimariye merkez teskil etmis bir
antik kent alaninda sessizce tekrardan hayat bulmustur. Alisilagelmis devsirme malzeme
dinamikleri baglaminda bu durumun, mekansal agidan beklenenden biraz daha farkli bir 6rnek teskil
ettigini ve 6te yandan Burhaniye'nin zaman igerisinde kaybolmus simgesel anitlarinin akibetine de
151k tuttugunu sdylemek miimkiindiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
Mimarlik Tarihi, Neoklasik Uslup, Ge¢ Osmanli Dénemi, Devsirme Malzeme, Kent Arkeolojisi
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RETHINKING THE CONCEPT OF SPOLIA: SECOND USE OF MODERN MATERIALS
IN OREN (ADRAMYTTEION)

Extended Summary

Aim of the Study

The Oren Quarter of Balikesir's Burhaniye district is a modern coastal settlement that coincides with
the ancient city of Adramytteion within its borders. Adramytteion, an important center that had been
inhabited uninterruptedly from prehistoric times to the Late Byzantine period, was completely
abandoned when the region passed to the Turkish domination. In the meantime, the city of Kemer-i
Edremit (briefly Kemer, later Burhaniye) was founded by the Turks in the inner plain. Oren
emerged on the ancient city area in 1958 and showed significant urban development during the
1960s.

As a part of the Adramytteion archaeological excavations, an investigation was carried out on the
modern walls that terrace the steep slope stretching between Oren Hill and the wide beach in front,
which have three consecutive lines along a route of about 250 meters in the north- south direction.
Correspondingly, many quality architectural pieces were identified that are rectangular blocks made
of local sandstone with yellowish color. A considerable number of them are bossed and hammer
dressed. Some of these pieces, which were used in random order on the terraces are especially
striking due to typical dentil rows that originated from classical architecture. A total number of
seven blocks with this distinctive decoration have been documented on different terrace lines.
Within the scope of this research, it was tried to trace the spolia materials in question.

Problem

At first glance, it is thought that architectural materials from the classical period that appeared
during modern urban works on the ancient city area were reused for the new terrace walls in the
same location. However, similar blocks were not found during the excavations at all. In addition,
distinctive features such as material type, workmanship and stylistic details strengthened the
possibility that these spolia were actually not ancient materials but neoclassical style pieces
belonging to the Late Ottoman period. It is a remarkable situation for the neighborhood that was
established in the second half of the 20" century. Therefore, there was a need for a more specific
research for the identification of these materials.

Method

Local sandstone materials were widely used on Late Ottoman civil architecture examples
throughout the Gulf of Edremit and neoclassical style can be found especially on monumental
buildings. Due to quantity and quality characteristics, it is a very strong possibility that the main
source of the spolia materials in question is Burhaniye, which is the closest major settlement to
Oren. For this reason, an analogical research was carried out on contemporary structures in
Burhaniye and comparisons were made especially for the reused dentil rows. On a group of
monuments and rather modest examples of civil architecture, identical dentil rows in question and
slightly different variants of them were identified. For example, the dentils on Hac1 Ahmet Mosque
dated 1910 and the listed building in Sar Street from the same period exactly match with the reused
pieces in Oren. The old military casino (now a museum) and the listed building in Sakarya Street
have dentils with the same form but they are half smaller than the samples in Oren. In addition,
there are similar dentils on the soap factory and olive oil factory in Degirmen Sokak, dated 1918-
1919. Yet, as they are made of bricks, there are stylistic differences from the reused dentils in Oren
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and they are also one third larger. From this point, masonry monuments demolished in Burhaniye
circa 1960 were traced and through old photographs, it was attempted to identify the dentil rows
that are stylistically decisive.

Findings

It is possible that the terrace walls with abundant spolia in Oren were actually built of pieces
belonging to a Late Ottoman monument that was demolished in Burhaniye during the establishment
period of the aforementioned neighborhood. The demolition of two monuments in Burhaniye during
the early 1960s is remarkable that both of them were built from local sandstone. Oksiiz Osman
Primary School, dated 1898-1899, was destroyed in order to create space for Hiirriyet Square. In the
same period, the protruding frontal portico of the first city hall dated 1867 was destroyed during the
expansion of Atatiirk Street. The rear portion of this building still exists. Material similarities and
identical dentil rows have also been confirmed through old photographs. In this case, it can be
suggested that a pile of blocks appeared during the demolition of the aforesaid monuments were
reused on the coastal terrace walls of the Oren Quarter, which was developing at the same time.
These blocks were used for a second time rather than being disposed, probably due to their
architectural quality. Thus, after simple pragmatic reasons, the destruction of public property
indirectly nourished another public work.

Result

There are many ancient materials from Adramytteion in Burhaniye as well as in surrounding
villages, which were reused for various purposes. All those examples display a fairly common and
expected situation within the concept of spolia. Quality architectural pieces with a neoclassical style
that were obtained by the demolition of some Late Ottoman monuments in the modern district
center have been quietly brought back to life on an ancient city area that had been the center of
classical architecture for centuries. Within the context and dynamics of spolia, it is possible to say
that this situation constitutes a slightly different example from the spatial point of view, and also
sheds light on the fate of some iconic monuments of Burhaniye that were disappeared long ago.

Keywords
Architectural History, Neoclassical Style, Late Ottoman Period, Spolia, Urban Archeology
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